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p SWITZERLA ZEB HOOK OPN Mackie Visits Hungary 


(Geneva) = Dr. Robert Mackie, chairman of the PACH SCHOOL nt r-Church Aid and Service 
to Refugees of the World Council of Churches, tuned | dgyGerweva, Switzerland, on April 


/17 after a six-day visit to Humgary. He made the trip because of the special needs of 
the Hungarian. churches in relation to inter=church aid. 


| "T was able to have a number of personal talks with local pastors," he said; "and 
found that the events of last autwm have led to larger attendance at church services 
"and new opportumities for evangelization. The crisis in church leadership is now being 
handled temporarily. This crisis will take time to resolve on a permanent basis. Mean- 
while, the life of. the congregations goes forward with its accustomed vigor and with a 
new sense of service to the whole comtrys; which has been so sorely wounded by recent 
“tragic events. The Hungarian churches rely upon the understanding sympathy and continued 
“intercessions of their fellow churchmen throughout the world." 


Dr. Mackie had conversations with Bishop Lajos Ordass of the Lutheran Church. He 
‘also had contacts with Baptist and Methodist Church leaders, but he pointed out, "I 
naturally spent. most-of my time with the Reformed:Church leaders since theirs is much the 
“largest of the Protestant.churches and has undergone the greatest changes in leadership." 


q Dr. Mackie was met and. accompanied in Hmgary by Dr. Ladislas Buzoy chief curator 

and deputy lay president of the General Convent (Central Administration of the Reformed 

Church), Bishop Elmer Gyory, vice-president, and Pastor Gyula Murakoezy, director of the 
Office of the Convent. He was able to talk with the official representatives of all 
four districts of the church and also called on Mr. Janos Horvath, president of the State 

_ Office for Church Affairs. 

g 


"One of the main intemal problems," Dr. Mackie said, "is that the Reformed Church 
has recently lost several of its well-knowm leaders. Bishop Albert Bereczky is slowly 
y recovering from a very severe illness and Bishop Janos Peter has accepted an office with 
‘the State. Both men handed in their resignations some months ago. No meeting of the 
; assemblies of their districts has yet been held to consider their resignations." 


Dr. Mackie was able to discuss all questions affecting the relationship of the 
‘World Council of Churches with the Reformed Church and reported that it is hoped that 
Pastor Murakoezy will be able to visit Geneva at the end of May to follow up these con- 

‘versations. 


Plans were developed for increased material aid to the Hwmgarian pastors, parishes 
@nd church institutions. Quantities of food and soap have been dispatched to the churches 
‘@nd now this ministry will be increasedy he said. Dr. Mackie also discussed other forms 
Of help with the church leaders and Mr. Horvath. 


_ He reported that the majority of the pastors who were recently imprisoned in Hungary 
have been released and he raised with Mr. Horvath the cases of those still in prison. 


_ Dr. Marcel Pradervandy general secretary of the World Presbyterian Alliance, who was 
to have accompanied Dr. Mackie, was prevented from going to Eiipary by a last minute ill- 
S- He expects to make a visit in the near futures EoP.Se, Geneva 
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Governments. Asked to- Accept Hungarians in Yugoslavia 


Bvriars) - A plea for governments to accept Hungarian refugees now in Yugoslavia was 
“made by the Administrative Committee of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service 
to Refugees of the World Council of Churches at its meeting in Geneva April 10-12. 

i 
( There are about 18,000 refugees in Yugoslavia; Dr. Edgar H. S. Chandler, director 

of Service to Refugees;..reported. to the» 1ll-member committee, andy except for a few 

- hundred who will be accepted in Norway and Sweden, there are no emigration opportwmities 
-at present. Twelve representatives from voluntary agencies, including two from the WCC, 
are working in Yugoslavia under the direction of tha United Nations! High Commissioner 
for Refugees. 


opportunities for emigration. at. present offered to these refugees." The group "urged 
the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, the general secretariat of the 
‘W.C.C. the director of the Division and the churches to press for a more generous action 
by governments in providing emigration opportunities to refugees granted first asylum 
in Yugoslavia." 


In its resolution, the committee "expressed profound regret at the very limited 
In other news of refugee service and resettlement, Dr. Chandler reported that the 
WCC caseload of. Hungarian refugees: in Austria is 75500. About 30,000 refugees remain to 
| be settled of the 180,000. who entered Austria. 
__ Financial reports showed that a total of $556,))16 has been received for relief aid 
in résponse to the Division's appeal for the present Hwmgarian emergency and for other 
Vest European countries. In addition, $30,939 has been pledged. 


The committee approved an appeal for $33,600 to aid a tornado-devastated mission 
station of the Mission de Paris at Thaba-Bosiu, Basutoland, in the Union of South Africa. 
The mission church, two’ schools and the homes of a missionary, teachers and several 

| Villagers were destroyed. 
) 
| 


| The Administrative Committees approved assisting an Italian team that will do agri- 
cultural work, either in southern Italy or Sicily. The group of technicians will live 
among the farmers and, along with welfare and social services, help to increase food 
production through modern agricultural methods. At its meeting late in January, the 
committee had voted to assist CIMADE (French ecumenical voluntary relief organization) 
to send a team into Algiers. So far, however, it was reported, the unsettled political 


a 


) Situation has made it impossible for the team to begin work. .. HeP.eSey Geneva 
| 
- SOUTH AFRICA Statement of Dutch Reformed Churches 


After conversations between representatives of the Dutch Reformed Churches and the 
South African Minister of Native Affairs, Dr. H. Fe Verwoerd, the controversial Native 
Laws Amendment Bill has. been changed a-second time (see EPS Nos. 10, 11, 13 and 1). 


. The first re-draft gave the Minister of Native Affairs the right to direct that no 
native shall attend any church service in an urban area if in his opinion their presence 
is a nuisance. 


i As it now stands, the clause reads that "the minister may, by notice in the Gazette, 
direct that the attendance by natives at any church or other religious service or church 
fimction on premises situated within any urban area outside a native residential area; 
shall cease from the date to be specified; if such attendance is causing a nuisance in 
| the vicinity or if the number in which they attended was considered undesirable." The 
new amendment substitutes the words "attendance by natives" for the original words "no 

native shall attend" and adds the words "from a date to be specified." 


In a statement issued on April 8, the Federal Comcil of the Dutch Reformed Churches 
‘said that the delegation was convinced, after its interview with Dr. Verwoerd, that no 
‘Violence would be done to the principles of the churches and they felt that they could 
agree to the proposed legislation. 


Representatives of the churches had met with Dr. Verwoerd in March "seeking an 
assurance that the original wording would not limit the freedom of the Gospel or the 


jovereignty of the church in its own spheres" the statement said. After the first amend- 
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Bie implications which the amended clause might entail for the church in the execution 
Pe its call in obedience to Holy Writ." 


S 
vf 


The statement Ont hae 


; 

: "The consultation with the minister took place with reference to the following 
Statement of principles of the Dutch Reformed Churches: as formulated by the Federal 

omet1 of the. Churches: 

4 


"The Gospel of Jesus Christ emanates from God to all mankind and is subject to no 
“human limitations. 


; "The task is laid on the Church of Christ, in obedience to the head of the Church, 
‘to proclaim the Gospel always, throughout the world and to all peoples. 


! "The right to determine how, when and to whom the Gospel shall be proclaimed is ex- 
ets in the competence. of the. Church. 


"It is the duty of the State, as the servants of God, to allow freedom to the Church 
in the execution. of its eae Fao and to aRARAS the sovereignty of the Church in 
its own Sphere. 


Hl 

j "The minister. indicated his full agreement with these principles and undertook to 
‘Teword the. clauss. so that there could be no doubt that the bill did not intend to inter- 
fere with the freedom of the individual to worship in a church or attend any other bona 
fide religious. gathering.so.long as such freedom was not misused to the disturbance of 
peood order in the commnity. 

"Because the delegation was convinced from their interview with the minister that no 
violence would be done. to the principles described above, they felt that they could 
acquiesce in the. proposed legislation." 


| 
According to press renortes the minister said he had merely expressed in a positive 
i orm what was previously expressed in a negative form, without in any way altering the 


Meaning of the clause. E.PoSe,y Geneva 
Bee cininie BCC Welcomes Suggestions for Cyprus Solution 


: 

. At its spring meeting on April 2 and 3 in London, the British Comcil of Churches 
adopted a resolution welcoming constitutional proposals prepared by Lord Radcliffe as a 
constructive basis. for negotiation in the Cyprus situation. 


The resolution, passed without debate, said the comcil "has remained deeply dis- 
aes by the tragic political situation in Cyprus, deploring the inflaming of passions 
and constant loss of life." The council "warmly welcomes the new initiatives recently 

taken by Her Majesty's government." 


| The council also approved a statement issued by its Youth See recommending 
that no member churches send young people to the 1957 Moscow Youth Festival. 


The Rev. Edward Patey, youth secretary, in explaining the recommendation, said that 
the department "is always on the horns of a dilemma, on one side wishing to maintain con- 
tact with Christian youth, on the other not wanting our yomg people to be dupes of Com- 
munist propaganda." He quoted a Polish paper that pointed out to youmg Commnists that 

‘the festivals were not merely fun and games; but an occasion when people from non-Com- 
munist and colonial countries should be shown the virtues and strength of the working 
class revolution. In spite of instances of this kind, Mr. Patey said, the festivals are 
claimed to» be nonpolitical. 


According to Mr. Patey, only two official Christian bodies are participating: the 
Iona Youth Associates and the Young Friends. Previous press reports have said at least 
65 Britons would attend the festival on July 28 to August 11, including members of the 
Church of England, the Church of Scotland, Baptists, Methodists, Roman Catholics, Presby- 
terians and Congregationalists. 


: Mr. Patey added that the Youth Department "was convinced that however much it might 
oh te peers the oe sore fae er te as dead soa it gould not do anything which 
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Protestants Oppose Terror in Algeria 


The French Protestant Federation has taken a stand against "attested and serious" 


‘ment official. An interview was requested between the government and Pastor Marc Boegner; 
President of the French Protestant Federation. The interview has not taken place. The 
Federation has now released the full text of the statement which reads: 


"The Council of the French Protestant Federation, meeting on March 12, 1957, recalls 
hat it has always protested against the atrocities committed on African soil by the 
ellagha, solemly declaring that nothing in the world could justify such horrors. 


"In the same spirit the Coumcil is forced to protest against certain police methods 
(especially in the case of collective reprisals, interrogation of prisoners or suspects). 
The Council hopes that the number of such cases is restricted, but it is the business of 
the government, which alone is able to do so, to ascertain theix extent and gravity. The 
unavoidable severity, which the whole army exercises in carrying on its mission, par- 


A statement adopted by the Federation on March 12 was sent to a highly=placed govern= 


ticularly in a situation as.delicate and tragic as in Algeria, does not justify a reaction 


which leads to terrible consequences. 


, 
j 


"The assurance of the authorities that these cruelties would be perpetrated only in 
violation of the strictest orders convinces, but does not satisfy us. It is surely the 
‘duty of those who give orders to see that they are carried out. 


, 
| "We are still less satisfied by the decision of these authorities to take account 


only of signed depositions (which risk bringing down reprisals on the heads of the sig- 
natories, and have in fact done so). The duty of the authorities is to ascertain the 
facts, not to supply pretexts for eluding this duty. 


: "The evidence received is too abundant and too reliable, the cruelties committed 
are too well attested and too serious, the emotion of many enlisted men and officers is 
too painful to allow us not to appeal to the public conscience. We fear that these 
events may have. an indelible effect on our youth. 


"We are convinced that the honor and morale of the army (which has manifested such 
magnificent devotion and merits our esteem) can best be defended by repressing damaging 
abuses, not by blaming those who denounce them. 


"Furthermore, we do not believe that measures in themselves incompatible with the 
final aim (in this case true spiritual pacification) can promote the cause of peace in 
Algeria, even if force succeeds for the time being. 


"We would add that the arbitrary rule to which Europea'!® and Moslems are sometimes 
subjected (a régime encouraged by the wealmess of a certain kind of justice and the in- 
adequacy of the judiciary machinery) cannot but delay the longed=for time when all the 

inhabitants of Algeria will move forward towards a happier future, on soil which belongs 


to them all, forgetting the miseries of the past." E.P.S<, Geneva 
UNITED STATES Central Committee to Meet at Yale 


(New Haven, Conn.) - The Most Rev. Geoffrey Fisher, Archbishop of Canterbury, will con= 
duct the service of worship on Sunday, Aug. h, during the meeting of the World Comcil 
of Churches at Yale University Divinity School, New Haven, Conn. 


) The Archbishop of Canterbury is a member of the 90-member Central Committee of the 
World Cowmcil which will be in session at Yale from July 30-Aug.7. This is the first 
‘major meeting of the World Council to take place in this country since the mammoth 195) 
Assembly at Evanston, I11. 


The Committee will receive recommendations based on the recent three-month survey 
“of race relations of Asia and Africa undertaken for the Council by Dr. J. Oscar lee; 
‘National Council of Churches, U.S.A. (See EPS No. 1.) 


‘Possibilities of merger of the World Council with its sister organization, the In- 
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lo. 15/16 - April 19/26, 1957 -5- 
yroposal by an Eastern Asia Christian Conference that the work of the present IMC-wcG 
oint East Asia secretariat be increased. sf 

| The Committee will hear a report on the progress of the three-year study on Chris- 
sian responsibility in areas of rapid social change. 


; Scheduled as a major item on the agenda is a discussion of the missionary and 
evangelistic outreach of the Church in relation to its task in meeting human need. 

The place and theme of the 1960 Assembly of the World Council of Churches will be dis- 
cussed by the Central Committee. Earlier this year, the twelve-member Executive Com~ 
mittee meeting in Geneva "received sympathetically" an invitation from Ceylon. 


- Relations between the World Council of Churches and churches in Communist coun- 
tries are likely to come in for careful scrutiny at the New Haven meeting. 

' 

‘ The Executive Committee will meet at Seabury House, Greenwich, Conn., July 28-30. 


In addition to the sessions of the Central and Executive Committees, there will be de= 
partmental and divisional meetings of the World Council at New Haven from July 15 to 30. 
ere will be 200 people from all parts of the world attending these meetings. 


A North American conference on the laity is scheduled at New Haven from July 15-20. 
A special consultation on race relations will be also held. E.P.S.e, Geneva 
‘ 

3 

oz FMANY ’ Kirchentag Plans Abandoned 


‘ 
Berlin) - The hopes for holding the German Evangelical Kirchentag this summer have 
aded completely following the most recent negotiations between officials of the lay- 

n's rally and the East German government. ~ 


According to reports from Berlin datelined April 13, Kirchentag leaders refused 
onditions made by the East German government as unjustified. The meeting was to have 
een held in Thuringia. It is now too late to shift it elsewhere. (See EPS No. 1h.) 


. Conditions made by the German Democratic Republic included a guarantee that there 
ould be nothing at the Assembly which could be construed as “anti-peace NATO policy", 
pledge that no one who advocates or "in any way supports" NATO policy could attend, 

public statement of disapproval of the 1956 Frankfurt Kirchentag events "directed 
against the East German state and its representatives," and a guarantee that represen- 
etree of the East German government could "explain the peaceful policy of our govern- 
ment. 


Precisely in view of the marked sharpening of political tension in the world, 
Said a reply from Dr. Reinold von Thadden, Kirchentag president, it is impossible to 
gauge the consequences of the Kirchentag's being forced to abandon its unique work of 
bridging the gap between the two Germanies. Dr. von Thadden mentioned the long-term 
power of pacification and union represented by the Kirchentag so far, especially in 
the case of the Leipzig assembly, both for Germany as a whole and for the relations 
Between State and Church. 


Dr. von Thadden gave an assurance that the Kirchentag did not intend to allow 
speakers to explain their point of view if there were any fear of their speeches veer- 
g off into politics. E.P.S., Geneva 


Christian Delegation to Visit China 


A delegation of five Indian Christian leaders will visit China this month, spon- 
ored by the Council of YMCAs in India, in cooperation with the Indian churches. The 
isit will return one made to India last October by a six-man delegation from the YMCA 
nd churches in China. 


_  InMarch a delegation from the Ceylon-China Friendship Association began a three- 
ionths' tour of China. In the group is the Rev. Christie H. Rosa, a Methodist minister. 
; E.P.S., Geneva 
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